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Fort Worth, TX 76129

Research
Interests

Authoritarian politics, repression, contentious politics, political violence, transitional justice,
Latin American politics, experiments.

Academic Texas Christian University
Positions Department of Political Science

• Assistant Professor, 2025-present

Louisiana State University
Department of Political Science

• Assistant Professor, 2023-2025
• Internship Director, 2024-2025

Carnegie Mellon University
Institute for Politics and Strategy

• Postdoctoral Fellow, 2021-2023

Education Emory University
Ph.D., Political Science, 2021
M.A., Political Science, 2019

Texas Christian University
B.S., Political Science and History, 2013
Summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa

Peer-Reviewed
Publications

13. Edwards, Pearce, Jennifer Gandhi and Donald Grasse. 2025. “Is Transitional Justice
Blind? The Link between Culpability and Prosecution in Argentina’s Human Rights Trials”
Accepted at Journal of Politics

12. Edwards, Pearce, Jennifer Gandhi, and Donald Grasse. 2025. “Fixing the Past: The
Effects of Human Rights Trials on Political Attitudes in Argentina” Forthcoming at British
Journal of Political Science

11. Edwards, Pearce and Daniel Arnon. 2025. “Contentious Politics in the Borderlands:
How Nonviolence and Migrant Characteristics Affect Public Attitudes” Journal of Peace
Research 62(4):995-1012.

10. Gläßel, Christian, Adam Scharpf, and Pearce Edwards. 2025. “Does Sportswashing
Work? First Insights from the 2022 World Cup in Qatar” Journal of Politics 87(1):388-392.

9. Edwards, Pearce. 2024. “Religious Leaders and Resistance to Repression: The Bishops
Opposed to Argentina’s Dirty War” Comparative Politics. 56(3):269-294.

8. Edwards, Pearce and Gabrielle Esparza. 2024. “Identity, Incentives, and Religious Defense
of Human Rights: Marshall Meyer and the DAIA in Argentina’s Dirty War” Journal for the
Scientific Study of Religion. 63(1):160-180.

mailto:pearce.edwards@tcu.edu
www.pearceedwards.com


7. Arnon, Daniel, Pearce Edwards, and Handi Li. 2023. “Message or Messenger? Source
and Labeling Effects in Authoritarian Response to Protest” Comparative Political Studies.
56(12):1891-1923.

6. Scharpf, Adam, Christian Gläßel, and Pearce Edwards. 2023. “International Sports Events,
Media Scrutiny, and Autocratic Repression: Evidence from the 1978 FIFA World Cup”
American Political Science Review. 117(3):909-926.
• Winner of the 2024 Best Article Award, APSA Democracy and Autocracy Section

• Media Coverage: The Economist, The Times of London, Der Spiegel, Le Devoir, Haaretz

5. Edwards, Pearce and Patrick Pierson. 2023. “Incumbent-Aligned Terrorism and Voting
Behavior: Evidence from Argentina’s 1973 Elections” Journal of Conflict Resolution. 67(4):
672-700.

4. Edwards, Pearce. 2022. “Political Competition and Authoritarian Repression: Evidence
from Pinochet’s Chile” World Politics. 74(4):479-522.

3. Edwards, Pearce. 2021. “Why No Justice for Past Repression? Militaries, Human Rights
Organizations, and Post-Authoritarian States” Journal of Conflict Resolution. 65(4):759-787.

2. Edwards, Pearce and Daniel Arnon. 2021. “Violence on Many Sides: Framing Effects on
Protest and Support for Repression” British Journal of Political Science. 51(2):488-506.

1. Edwards, Pearce. 2021. “The Politics of Nonviolent Mobilization: Campaigns,
Competition, and Social Movement Resources” Journal of Peace Research. 58(5):945-961.
• Winner of 2018 ISA-Midwest Lynne Rienner Award

Working Papers 2. “Rallying the Public for Repression? Security Entrepreneurs and Their Rhetoric” with Daniel
Arnon. Invited to revise and resubmit at International Interactions

3. “Accountability from Above: Transitional Justice and the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights” with Kelly Morrison and Chesani Askew

1. “Camps or ‘Centers’? Public Responses to the Framing of Concentration” with Rachel Van
Nostrand

Work in
Progress

4. “The Catholic Church and Transitional Justice in Argentina”

3. “Authoritarian Repression and the Social Class of Regime Challengers” with Sania Akter

2. “Protest in the Shadow of Repression and Extremist Violence”

1. “Integrating Formal Theory” Invited chapter for “Teaching Autocracy and Autocratic
Politics” (Edward Goldring, ed.) with Allison Cuttner

Conference American Political Science Association (2019, 2020, 2021, 2022*, 2023*, 2024*, 2025*)
Presentations International Studies Association (2022)

Southern Political Science Association (2021, 2024)
Peace Science Society (2018, 2022; Online Colloquium: 2020, 2022)
International Studies Association-Midwest (2017, 2018, 2021*)
International Studies Association-South (2019)
Virtual Workshop on Authoritarian Regimes (2020, 2025*)
Southeast Latin American Behavior Conference (2018)
Georgia Human Rights Network Workshop (2018, 2019)
Asian Politics Online Seminar Series (2021*)
Southern Workshop in Empirical Political Science (2020)
* also chair/discussant

https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2022/11/17/international-sporting-events-are-increasingly-held-in-autocracies
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/human-rights-abuses-worsen-in-regimes-hosting-big-sports-events-gs5rnkh02
https://www.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/studie-zur-fussball-wm-in-argentinien-1978-weltmeisterschaften-schaden-menschenrechten-a-2c612dd0-565e-46de-b451-c53bdcade55e
https://www.ledevoir.com/societe/772458/coupe-du-monde-de-soccer-les-villages-potemkine
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/2022-11-23/ty-article/.premium/qatar-is-just-the-start-of-the-gulfs-rise-to-world-sports-capital/00000184-a5ca-de09-a7d5-f5eb1fe30000


Invited 2025 University of Houston (Terrorism and Civil Wars Workshop)
Talks and 2024 Emory University (Dissertation Colloquium), Texas Christian University
Workshops 2023 University of South Carolina (Judicial Politics and Human Rights Mini-Conference)

2022 Rice University, Louisiana State University, University of North Carolina-Asheville,
University of South Carolina

2021 Loyola University-Chicago, Elon University, Texas Christian University (Political
Science Distinction Program), Carnegie Mellon University

2019 University of Memphis

Grants & College of Humanities and Social Sciences Summer Research Stipend – Louisiana State
Awards University (2024)

APSA Democracy and Autocracy Section Best Article Award (2024, with Adam Scharpf and
Christian Gläßel)

College of Humanities and Social Sciences Graduate Course-Based Mini-Residency Award –
Louisiana State University (2024, with Christopher Sullivan)

Halle Graduate Global Fellows Dissertation Research Award (2019)
One of four university-wide awards for doctoral students.

ISA-Midwest Lynne Rienner Award (2018)
Best graduate student paper at 2017 ISA-Midwest meeting.

Southeast Latin American Behavior Consortium Travel Award (2018)

National Science Foundation, REU Summer Program: “Democracy, Interdependence, and World
Politics,” NSF Award #1143601 (2012)

Field Work Buenos Aires, Argentina (2019)

Teaching
Experience

Texas Christian University

• Introduction to Comparative Politics—2025(F)

• Experimental Methods in Political Science—2025(F)

Louisiana State University

• Introduction to Comparative Politics—2023(F), 2024(S,F), 2025(S)

• Authoritarian Politics—Undergraduate: 2023(F), 2024(F); Graduate: 2024(S)

• Law and Justice After Dictatorships—2025(S)

Carnegie Mellon University

• Political Science Research Methods—2022(S), 2023(S)

• Repression and Control in Dictatorships—2021(F), 2022(F)

Emory University

• Introduction to Comparative Politics—Co-Instructor, 2020(F)

• Repression and Control in Dictatorships—Co-Instructor, 2019(F)

• Research Design and Methods—Teaching Assistant, 2019(S)

• Mathematical Tools for Political Scientists—Teaching Assistant, 2017(F), 2018(F)

São Paulo School of Advanced Science on Research Methods for the Humanities

• Experimental Analysis in the Social Sciences—Teaching Assistant, 2017)

Advising Louisiana State University



• Isabella Albertini (Honors thesis, 2025)

• Andrés Vásquez (Honors thesis, 2024; MA thesis, 2025)

• Mia Fraser (Honors thesis, 2024)

Carnegie Mellon University

• Ruth Pace (MS thesis, 2023)*

• Xitai Wang (MS thesis, 2023)

• Eoin Wilson-Manion (MS thesis, 2022)*
* primary advisor

Professional
Service

Louisiana State University

• Graduate Committee, Department of Political Science (2023-2025)

• Voegelin Graduate Film Series Discussion Leader (2024)

• Dissertation Committee Dean’s Representative (2024)

• American/Judicial Politics Search Committee (2023-2024)

Carnegie Mellon University

• Admissions Committee, MS International Relations and Politics (2022)

Emory University

• Panelist, Emory Day at Oxford College (2019)

• Facilitator, Diversity in the Discipline Reading Group (2019)

• Vice President, Graduate Political Science Organization (2018-2019)

Other Service

• Best Article Award Committee, APSA Democracy and Autocracy Section (2024-2025)

• Permanent Contributor, Political Violence at a Glance (2022-2023)

• Editorial Assistant, Journal of Politics Formal Theory and Methodology Section (2019)

Referee Service American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review, British Journal
of Political Science, Comparative Political Studies, Comparative Politics, Government and
Opposition, International Interactions, International Journal of Press/Politics, International
Studies Perspectives, International Studies Quarterly, Journal for the Scientific Study of
Religion, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Journal of Peace Research, Journal of Politics,
Mobilization, Perspectives on Politics, Political Behavior, Political Geography, Political
Research Quarterly, Political Science Research and Methods, Polity, Public Choice, Review of
International Organizations, Social Science Quarterly, National Science Foundation

Public
Scholarship

Interview for “Maintaining Civility on Campus” KLSU Radio (April 11, 2025)

“Resisting Political Repression” Podcast episode with The Pelican Brief (December 2, 2024)

Interview for “Shootings, threats, and a mob attack: The rise of political violence in America”
LSU Reveille (October 22, 2024)

“What Do Dictatorships Get from Hosting Sports Events?” with Christian Gläßel and Adam
Scharpf. The Journal of Politics Political Science Blog (October 2, 2024)

“Why Hosting the World Cup May Have Worsened Human Rights Abuses in Qatar” with Adam
Scharpf and Christian Gläßel. Political Violence at a Glance (December 14, 2022)

“Political Violence, Ex-Presidents, and Upcoming Elections” Political Violence at a Glance
(August 31, 2022)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51gH92vYhbo
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/resisting-political-repression-with-pearce-edwards/id1533927504?i=1000678999228
https://www.lsureveille.com/news/how-has-political-violence-been-normalized-in-america/article_0d17606a-8694-11ef-8bbc-838755ef1118.html
https://jop.blogs.uni-hamburg.de/what-do-dictatorships-get-from-hosting-sports-events/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2022/12/14/why-hosting-the-world-cup-may-have-worsened-human-rights-abuses-in-qatar/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2022/08/31/political-violence-ex-presidents-and-upcoming-elections/


“Civilian Collaboration and Reprisals Behind Ukraine’s Front Lines” Political Violence at a
Glance (June 21, 2022)

“The Repression Behind International Sporting Events” with Adam Scharpf and Christian
Gläßel. Inkstick Media (March 15, 2022)

“Grassroots Environmental Activism Is One Answer to China’s Climate Commitments”
Carnegie Mellon University Journal of Politics and Strategy (December 17, 2021)

“The Catholic Church and the Dirty War: Documents from the Benson Latin American
Collection” Not Even Past (May 7, 2021).

Radio interview on “Solutions to Violence” (KFOR 106.5 FM Louisville, KY ) on the Catholic
Church during the Dirty War and public opinion on political violence (September 30, 2020).

“Religious Groups as Movement Allies: Where Strategic Nonviolent Action and Moral
Nonviolence Meet” ICNC Minds of the Movement (August 13, 2020).

“More Than Reporting: Media Portrayal of Protests Can Impact Their Success (and Failure)”
with Daniel Arnon. Political Violence at a Glance (November 11, 2019).

“The Catholic Church and Argentina’s Dirty War.” Presentation to Pax Christi International -
Atlanta Chapter (September 4, 2019).

Languages English (native), Spanish (advanced)
& Skills R, Stata, LaTeX

Professional American Political Science Association, Southern Political Science Association,
Affiliations International Studies Association

Relevant
Employment

Survey Design Consultant, Emory Center for the Study of Law and Religion (2020-2021), Teach
For America—Metro Atlanta Corps Member (2013-2014), Trinity River Mission (2014-2015),
American Civil Liberties Union (2015), Refugee Services of Texas (2016), Goodwill Industries of
Dallas (2014-2016)

https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2022/06/21/civilian-collaboration-and-reprisals-behind-ukraines-front-lines/
https://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2022/06/21/civilian-collaboration-and-reprisals-behind-ukraines-front-lines/
https://inkstickmedia.com/the-repression-behind-international-sporting-events/
https://www.cmu.edu/ips/research/ips-journal/ips-journal-online/2021/articles/grassroots-environmental-activism-is-one-answer-to-chinas-climate-commitments.html
https://notevenpast.org/the-catholic-church-and-the-dirty-war-documents-from-the-benson-latin-american-collection/
https://soundcloud.com/wfmp-forward-radio/solutions-to-violence-pearce-edwards-interview-w-o-music-10-1-200
https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/blog_post/religious-groups-as-movement-allies-where-strategic-nonviolent-action-and-moral-nonviolence-meet/
http://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2019/02/06/more-than-the-military-understanding-maduros-strategy-of-social-control/

